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Presentation Abstract:

This study is focused on formulating a formal and general way of
representing the content of news by XML for both readers and the press. But,
in this first stage, owing to the limitation of resources, we select science news
as the target object of our study, and consider general readers as the main class
of users that the system will serve. Although the outcome of our study at the
present stage could serve partial needs of the press, the main functions are so
considered as for helping readers to understand the content of science news.

In order to express the content of news, some theories and practice of news
writing have been applied in this study, such as the 5w1h (who, when, what,
where, why and how) elements, some writing structures including the lead, body
and ending, and writing styles, etc.

TEI and Metadata studies are two highly related pioneer works of this study.



So, we follow the TEI procedure to design a DTD and a set of tags for
representing the content of news at first. In order to be compatible with other
representation systems on Internet, the tag set is so designed as to be compatible
with the major existing metadata sets published, such as the Dublin Core, NITF,
etc. Then, 20 samples of science straight news were used to polish the designed
system. So far, we found the system is acceptable at the first place, but we have
not done a comprehensive test of our system yet.

Considering the preliminary outcomes based on this study as a kernel, we
are optimistic to think that our system can be extended to address general news
reporting, such as features, special reporting, columns, commentaries, etc.

These are the future directions we will continue to pursuit.
(By Ying-chun Hsieh, Shyue-shuo Huang, Christian Wittern, Rick

Jelliffe, Ching-chun Hsieh, John A. Lehman)
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