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This study aims to investigate the differences of Literature
classification schemes between Dewey Decimal Classification (DDC)
and New Classification Scheme for Chinese Libraries (CCL). Two areas
were examined, including the scope of classification and the ways to

build up classification numbers. The findings reveal that DDC prefers
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English literature and has a high consistency of citation order. Literary
works are arranged by language, then by form and historical period. In
contrast, CCL focuses on Chinese literature and arranges literary works
by country and then by form. The literature published by some countries
can be further divided by historical period. This study suggests that
CCL can improve the consistency of building up classification numbers
using subdivision tables for literature. This will reduce the burden of
learning CCL.
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A Comparison of Literature Classification Schemes in
Dewey Decimal Classification and New Classification
Scheme for Chinese Libraries

Yu-Wei Chang
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Fu Jen Catholic University

This paper explores an extensive literature review of Cross Straits
classification systems and a comparative ethnotaxonomic consideration of the
Dewey Decimal Classification (DDC), which is also available in Mandarin, and the
New Classification Scheme for Chinese Libraries (CCL), developed in Mandarin,
with respect to their respective ontologies and taxonomic structures, and provides
recommendations for literary classification of Mandarin or Kanji literatures.

While the CCL system adopts the Dewey decimal or base ten framework
taxonomy and ontology, in respect to literature in particular, the systems’
classification differs in regard to classes, divisions and sections. Comparing
these two classification systems’ respective treatment of literature, the Dewey
system treats literature as a class distinct from language, while the CCL or
Lai’s Classification predominantly used on Taiwan treats these two classes as
one Philology class combining literature, language and journalism. Taiwan
literature (863) is classified within the regional Asian literature other than
Chinese literature. Additionally, the two classification methods in practice
focus on distinct ethnoliteratures, as the DDC classifies much more literature
content than the CCL system, while the DDC concentrates on English
literature, and the CCL tends to classify Mandarin character literatures.

Both systems deploy taxonomies replete with hierarchical categorizations,
with the Dewey system classifying by language of composition, or genre, and
should the literary creator’s period of authorship be pertinent, then a literary
period or time classifier can be added. Additional classification can highlight
the author’s particular literary characteristics, style or themes, yielding a
highly specialized and uniform classification. The CLL Philology classification
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emphasizes an ethnotaxonomic approach focusing first on the region of
authorship, followed the genre, and period, but for each regional literature
classification, as there is no uniform genre taxonomy, further classification
consists solely of period or time classifiers, resulting in much less uniformity
than the DDC.

The study found that the DDC emphasizes English literature, largely
consequent the taxonomic proximity of genre and geosemiotic ontogeny of
literatures, so if the DDC could implement a literary genre classifier, this
might substantially enhance the utility of the classification for more inclusive
coverage for linguistic diversity and literary works arising from different
regions. While in the CLL system, there are already genre classifiers in the
regional literatures subdivision tables, they are largely unexplicated, resulting
in wide disparity among catalogers and library classification specialists in
determining respective genres.

The author thus recommend use of consensus subdivisions permitting
uniform classification of regional literary genres, affording categorization of
genres and time periods, which would have greater potential for uniformity in
classification structure reducing library patron’s learning curves with the CCL
system. While efforts at developing such a consensus may prove particularly
difficult given the diverse heritage of linguistic plurality across the Asian
region, the political nuances involved, the pervasive censorship practiced in
China, the lack of rigorous academic freedom in regional public discourse, and
the divergent subjective identities which feature prominently in the ongoing
information wars across the Straits, throughout Asia and the Western Pacific
amidst the backdrop of the island’s strategic ambiguity, one is nevertheless
convinced of the propriety and desirability of concerted efforts to engage
interlocutors concerned with this rich body of literature to forge a consensus
for consistent coding among Cross Straits catalogers and the global Mandarin
and Kanji librarianship community. Given the demands of peer-mediated
cataloging and evidenced-based librarianship, along with our professional
duty of efficacious stewardship for all our diverse patrons, it is imperative that
urgent attention be devoted to the developing of a global and Cross Straits
consensus to ensuring library classification systems for Mandarin and Kanji
texts are better able to responsively meet user expectations in the age of
information globalization.
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