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Public libraries in Taiwan usually use the New Classification

Scheme for Chinese Libraries (CCL) to classify and arrange their
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collection of children books. CCL presents human’s knowledge from
perspectives of disciplines and subjects. However, this approach is
not suitable for children readers’ knowledge status and cognitive
development. This research adopted qualitative research methods of
book selecting task, observation, semi-structured interview and focus
group to 15 children readers invited from the children resources center
of National Public Information Library, exploring their book selection
behavior and ways of choosing books, analyzing keywords of chosen
books given by tested children, referencing previous research related
to children books classification. Based on these data, the author finally
developed a customized children book classification scheme with
six facets of topic, geography, style, genre, age-appropriateness, and

context-appropriateness.
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HAh A LB EY) -

(=) B#2:E %4 (Concrete Operational Stage)

& 7-11 gk > FEEER > R ERIRRE RSP (P EEE - B
HEEHBEY I - LhESEY R RAAIR (5 - (A R AR e 2
YRR - & TR BB EY SR A G T4 15 DUBATRE R - & 5 E
SORIBR IR T S AR o (A BASEEI  IERFI S AR R
Rf > AEEARA R HEERIEHAR] > TRe LUEH 87 E T
e o (LR T AERE T IR IR R A A AR B s R AL ER - ik
i REREEERERD - S EAHEEREEENE

(m) X E 2 (Formal Operational Stage)

&11 gk bAE > SEASERACERMS - %R - LR ENE
AN XL EE > BT SF RSB o IR E
BB AERE IR E T AR EL > sElFie il R B S 22 R 2K iR -
ANEZHIAHVE - MRE DL 55 7 A L B E (3R
1991) o FLIFHARY 5 B 2 M s pl A/ DA - P AT AR 2 2 i e 5

LS °
Z REZEBTR
Beak & Olson (2011) #7% » REMZMFRITBFERALEN



O 8« R S B T R 5T
DA T S s &5 8 S B B oh L R FE R 59k

RIEFRAM T EFERZ B2 BB [E S eE 4R B H SR 5 =0 HEHEENE
B E EE YA RN « AR E A B R AR R KA T A EF R E
ARG Bl RN R O EF 2 ERE] - Hitfrérs
B 7 (B S B AR SR A T R A B A AHRE I 9T - B DT 9 {52
R EST AR ZE (Beak & Olson, 2011) -

1. [EEZERIINEFHED (physical characteristics )
EENEH LR (Intellectual difficulty )
. SRE S HTAYAERE AR, ( Prior knowledge )
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EHEES - AR ESERZ -
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DL S B A RS (R B LCC AH IV ZR =t » (B — 2 M{E 5
ETHE 8 (RARSIR B I S i IR S R - BT
HHRGT EERENENESGERW T ZHESTREERRER
22 ER] (RER1) -

x® 1
Perkins 5283585218
R ¥iH
A | —f%{ES (General works)
B | #1E2f152% (Philosophy and religion )
C | FEEAVEREIRME (Auxiliary sciences of history )
D | 4MNEIR{BEIE (History and topography (except America) )




O 8« R S B T R 5T
DA T S s &5 8 S B B oh L R FE R 59k

E A R AL ZE R AS B (America (general) and North America history
and topography )
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HPHEL N\ FHE2 ( Geography and anthropology )

e RlE (Social sciences )

FUEEZ (Political science )
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Z¢%& (Education )

=% ( Music)

EMTAF T 285, (Fine arts and handicrafts )

A‘E_\_.

sE S 2 (Language and literature )

R (Science )

EZEY ( Medicine )

¥ (Agriculture)
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: Perkins, J. W. (1972). Library of Congress Classification Adapted for
Children's Books, Second Edition. California, CA: Inglewood Public
Library
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FEIREEIRRE > WA T LUT 33 -
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Introduction

The New Classification Scheme for Chinese Libraries (CCL) has been
used for classifying and arranging children’s books in most of our public
libraries in Taiwan. In this scheme, human knowledge is represented as
categories of subjects with call numbers based on the decimal system, thus
famous Grimms’ fairy tales, such as Cinderella or Snow White, tend to be
classified into “Children’s Literature, German” (875.59). Children have a
very different knowledge base and mental development from adults. When
children are looking for books to read, they tend to be not aware of origins
of their favorite stories. It can be said that our present classification scheme
does not meet the needs of children readers in terms of their book-searching
behaviors.

In this study, children readers were invited to participate in our study
conducted in the Children’s Resources Center of National Library of Public
Information, for investigating children’s book-selecting behaviors and how
they select books for reading. Keywords in how children described book
contents were analyzed, with a reference to previous studies on classification
of children’s books. Afterwards, a classification scheme for children’s books
tailored according to children’s needs was developed.

Research Methods

Qualitative methods, such as book-selecting tasks, observations,
semi-structured interviews, and focus group approach, were adopted in
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this study for collecting data. Fifteen children readers who volunteered to
participate in our study were divided into three groups—pre-K to K1, K2 to
K4, and K5 to K6. These participants were asked to select five books they
would like to read. Their book-selecting behaviors and keywords in how
they described the book contents were recorded and labeled by research
assistants, with a total of 375 keywords describing 75 books. Based on this,
a preliminary classification scheme for children’s books was developed, and
three scholars specialized in library classification systems and four teachers
of primary schools and preschools were invited to participate in a focus
group interview, for discussing the concept map and class naming of this
preliminary classification scheme. Librarians of the Children’s Resources
Center at National Library of Public Information were then asked to label
the 1,000 most-frequently borrowed books with the modified classification
scheme. Minor modifications were made on contents and naming of sub-
categories before a faceted classification scheme for children’s books was
developed for the use of this study.

Research Findings

1. Children’s book-selecting behaviors in libraries

The study results revealed that most children would go directly to
bookshelves for browsing book spines and covers that interested them. Most
children moved around bookshelves siding along the central walkway in
book areas. In addition, children of different age levels had different book-
selecting behaviors. Children in Piage’s pre-operational stage relied mostly
on visual clues in images of book covers and inside pages for selecting
books. Children in concrete-operational stage would browse through the
contents, in addition to looking at book covers; children of middle grades
tended to select specific books according to titles printed on book spines.
Children of the formal operational stage tended to develop their own unique
way of selecting books.

2. Children readers’ strategies of selecting books

In terms of selecting books to read, the results revealed that when
children were describing books they would like to read, they tended to use
words or phrases regarding books’ physical characteristics, such as “books
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with many words”, “books with few words”, or “thick books”, etc. Many
children would read their favorite books repeatedly. Some children directly
specified book titles, or would like to read books of the same series. Some
children described with book genres, such as novels, comics, or picture
books, etc.

Libraries in Taiwan tend to classify and arrange children’s book
collections with the Classification scheme for Chinese Libraries (CCL). In
the Literature category of CCL, the first sub-category is General, followed
by sub-categories regarding different nations and genres. Therefore, we
have “Children’s Literature, British”, “Children’s Literature, American”,
“Children’s Literature, Japanese”, etc. However, when children are selecting
books to read, they do not select books according to “author’s nationality”,
and they tend not to be aware of national origins of books they ever read or
are recommended by others.

3. Features of keywords children use to describe book contents

The results of analyzing 375 keywords that children used to describe
contents of books they read revealed that words regarding “characters”,
“animals”, “environments”, “movements”, and “feelings” appeared
frequently. It is worth noting that in addition to nouns, a great amount
of verbs regarding movements and adjectives regarding emotions and
behaviors appeared (Please see table 5), but in CCL used in Taiwan, there is
no such categories and call numbers following this kind of thinking logic.

4. Structure and content of a classification scheme appropriate for
children

With a reference to categories of the Metis: Library Classification for
Children, the concept of faceted classification was adopted in this study, and
a preliminary classification scheme for children’s books was developed. The
structure of this faceted classification enables librarians to label children’s
books with different facets revealing the book contents. After a focus group
interview and two-stage labeling practices, the six facets in our classification
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scheme for children’s books include “topics”, “geography”, “styles”,

“genres”, “age-appropriateness”, and “context-appropriateness”. (Please see
Table 8)
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Conclusions and Suggestions

Based on study results, a few suggestions are provided here for the

reference of libraries and future studies.

1. The results revealed that children tended to move around
bookshelves siding along the central walkway and the moving range
was small. Therefore, books placed in the middle or remote areas
would have a relatively smaller chance for children readers to “come
across”. It is suggested that when conducting library use instructions,
children should be oriented to enlarge their book-searching range,
and a highlighting signage system should be used to attract children’s
attention.

2. It was found that book covers were an important visual clue when
children were selecting books, but libraries tended to arrange books
with book spines facing outwards, for saving shelf space. It is
suggested that on each layer of shelves, one-third of space should
be spared for displaying book covers, and tops of low shelves or
cabinets could be used to display books by themes, like what they
do in bookstores, for recommending books to children with visual
information in book covers.

3. Practically speaking, it takes a great amount of time and effort to
change call numbers and re-shelf, and children still need to find
books in other book areas with books classified with CCL. Thus, it
is suggested that when libraries use the Classification Scheme for
Children’s Books developed in this study, additional labelings should
be added to their library automation systems, and children should be
instructed to key in keywords when searching in the online public
access catalog (OPAC). These labelings could help children find
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books they like to read with facets such as “topics”, “geography”,
“styles”, “genres”, etc. Parents and librarians could also recommend
appropriate books to children, with facets like “age-appropriateness”
and “context-appropriateness”. After finding books they would
like to read, children could retrieve books from shelves with call
numbers.

4. The keywords that children attribute to books they read would be
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the words and labels when they recommend the same books to
others afterwards. Thus, it is suggested that in online public access
catalog (OPAC), a function should be added for readers to attribute
keywords to specific books. It would help promote the concept of
folk classifications, and make online catalog advance to a dynamic
system of book recommendations by readers.

5. This study was conducted in Tai-Chung, and participants were
children readers who frequently visited Children’s Resources Center
at National Library of Public Information. Limited by the geographic
area and a small sample size, the study results cannot be used to
describe a national phenomenon. It is suggested that other interested
scholars could use the classification scheme for children’s books
developed in this study to test in different geographical areas or
on children of a larger sample size, and modify the structure and
categories, for enhancing the usability of this classification scheme.
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