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The aim of the study is to develop a classification system for
sinology resources and to explore its applicability and feasibility
as a framework for cultural and historical institutions to organize
sinology resources. Content analysis and in-depth interview were two
methods employed in this study. Firstly, sinology-related literature,
library classification and some classification schemes currently
applied in sinology research institutions were collected, analyzed,
and integrated. Then, a classification system for sinology resources
was proposed. Next, two Taiwanese scholars in the fields of literature
and history were interviewed. Finally, suggestions and comments
from the interviewees were adapted to improve and revise the faceted
classification system. It is hoped that the follow-up study will be able
to demonstrate its utility for the field of sinology.
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The gathering, organizing and sorting of resources of Chinese studies,
and how to build up a timely and appropriate subject knowledge system, are
important issues concerned by relevant Sinology research institutions. With the
fact that there are a large amount of Sinology resources still without digitalized
documents, it is even harder for users to retrieve specific topics of Sinology
resources in a comprehensive and systematic way.

With the concern mentioned above, in this study the researchers
investigated the knowledge field of Sinology research from the subject field
perspective, incorporated subject knowledge classification tools now used
in library and information science field, and proposed a framework for a
classification system of Sinology resources based on the concept of faceted
classification. It is hoped that this proposed classification system can be applied
to websites, databases or other uses of resource classification for Chinese

studies, for effectively gathering relevant resources in physical or virtual reality.
Method

Two study approaches were adopted in this study.
1. Content Analysis

Through literature review and analysis, definitions relevant to Chinese
Studies and its research field were collected. Four classification systems
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commonly used in libraries around the world and the status quo of resource
classification methods adopted on websites of Sinology research institutions
around the world were also reviewed for analyzing and proposing a
framework of a classification system of Sinology resources. Categories
of Sinology, Studies of Chinese Ancient Civilization and Chinese studies
were selected, and the status quo of subject knowledge classification was
investigated, for analyzing and proposing a faceted classification system of
Sinology resources.

2. In-depth interview

Based on the faceted classification scheme proposed in this study,
Taiwanese scholars in the field of literature and history were interviewed
for helping verify the feasibility, with the aim to modify and set up a useful
faceted classification system of Sinology resources. It is hoped that this
system could be a useful reference for literature and history institutions
when collecting and building up a list of Sinology resources. From the listed
relevant websites of Chinese Studies on the website of Taiwan Resource
Center For Chinese Studies (https://trces.ncl.edu.tw/treesc/trccsnewweb),
the researchers of this study selected the first one on the list, the Institute
of History and Philology of Academic Sinica, an internationally well-
known institute, as the target for interviews. The criteria for interviewees
were set as scholars with subject background of literature and history,
and had experiences of collecting and building up websites of Sinology
resources with subject classification structures. Two scholars that met
the criteria mentioned above were contacted and invited for a 60-minute
interview. Both of the interviewees were scholars with a doctoral degree and
research experiences of more than 25 years. In the future, based on results
of conducting this study, the researchers will expand the range of opinion
survey to reach a larger group in relevant literature and history institutions.

3. Results and Discussions

Based on literature review, subject classification analysis, and
investigation of resource classification methods used by relevant
Sinology research institutions, the researchers of this study categorized
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the classification system into five facets, including subjects, time, place,
resource types, and languages. The Subject information specifies the
academic categories of Sinology, including research fields of literature,
history and philosophy, with the perspective of Chinese history as the thread
running through various research fields. The Time information presents
Sinology researches at different time periods, from the ancient to the present
Chinese cultures. The Place information presents Sinology researches in
different places or countries. Resource types are for distinguishing different
types of research resources. The Languages information points out research
resources published or marked in different languages.

The results of follow-up interviews indicated that the interviewees
regarded the research fields of Studies of Ancient Chinese Civilization and
Sinology were almost the same, with only a difference that the research
field of Sinology had not been limited to ancient Chinese civilization.
Traditional Sinology lies primarily on the study of ancient Chinese literature
and cultural canons, with a focus on explorations of subjects of humanities,
including philosophy, religions, history, literature, languages, arts, law and
archeology. The Modern Sinology includes not only subjects of humanities,
but also sociology, politics and natural sciences. Chinese Studies is
politically-oriented, with a focus on the study of modern social sciences.
Interviewees approved the framework of the classification system proposed
in this study, but they expressed the concern that user differences should be
taken into consideration when doing the interface design for various users.
The classification system should be structured according to different facets
and levels meeting users’ needs, not to be presented with the traditional
categories of library resources. The professionalism and comprehensiveness
of each resource should be scrutinized. A plan of resource organization
should be made to periodically gather, organize, filter, analyze, and mark
the resources of the recent ten years, and update the design of user interface.
Important resource types, such as electronic bibliographies, full texts, book
club websites, pathfinders of bibliography software, should be collected and
categorized, and from time to time the useless should be discarded.

Based on the results of literature review, investigation of relevant
categories of classifications of Sinology researches, and interviews of
scholars of literature and history, a framework for a faceted classification
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system of Sinology research was modified and proposed, as the reference for
literature and history institutions when building lists of relevant resources.
Four suggestions were made for maintaining the innovativeness and
usability of this classification system.

1. A plan for organizing Sinology resources should be made.

2. A framework of Sinology resource classification should provide
functions of personalized services, such as marking up the resources
by individual users.

3. An analysis of terms used for searching Sinology resources and
usages of Sinology resources should be conducted.

4. Different Sinology resources of various classification systems should
be gathered and incorporated, for enhancing the interoperability of
resources.
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