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The sociological definition of citizenship conceptualized as a
social process has been accepted in interdisciplinary field during the
last thirty years. It is believed that the study and practice of Chinese
library rights, a new demand of tolerance and affiliation in the field
of public cultural and information service, can be inspired from this
type of citizenship definition. Adopting the historical research method
of chronicle of events, the paper draws a clear picture of the social
process of Chinese library rights and time series presented in seven
aspects: firstly, the translation, introduction and study of “ALAs
Library Bill of Rights” and “IFLAs Public Library Manifesto” ;
secondly, the preparation of the library manifesto policies; thirdly, the
making of the library laws; fourthly, the attention paid by the China
Society for Library Science through conferences and reports; fifthly,
the appearance of related monographs, special columns and research
projects; sixthly, the discussion of related media events; and seventhly,
the referring in national policies and regulations. Then the paper
analyzes the timeline of the social process and points out that it can
be divided into two phases from the beginning until now, the naturally
brewing phase before 2002 and the idea rebuilding phase after it.
Both phases favor the academic discussion and therefore, the other
two sides of an integrated citizenship social process, including rights
practices and political activities are missing. Last, with a single-sided
perspective, the paper discusses the future direction of development of
Chinese library rights as a social process.
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The sociological definition of citizenship has come to be accepted in many
interdisciplinary fields over the last thirty years. Citizenship is defined as a social
process in which individuals and groups are involved in the practical history of
claiming, expanding and losing their rights. This kind of citizenship definition,
instead of emphasizing the law, pays more attention on the customs and thus
enables a series of new demands of tolerance and affiliation to be expressed in a
professional language of concomitant rights and obligations, or of citizenship.
The authors believe that the study and practice of Chinese library rights,
with its new demand of tolerance and affiliation in the field of public cultural
and information services, can draw inspiration from this kind of citizenship
definition.

Adopting the historical research method of chronicling events, the paper
draws a clear picture of the social process of Chinese library rights and in time-
series presents it in seven aspects: firstly, the translation, introduction and
study of the Library Bill of Rights of the American Library Association (ALA)
and the Public Library Manifesto of the International Federation of Library
Associations and Institutions (IFLA); secondly, the preparation of domestic
Chinese library manifesto policies; thirdly, the enactment of library laws and

regulations; fourthly, attention paid by the China Society for Library Science
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through conferences and reports; fifthly, the publication of related monographs,
the establishment of special columns in journals and support for funded
research projects; sixthly, discussion of exposure media events; and seventhly,
treatment in national policies and regulations.

One hundred and fifty two pieces of timeline events were recorded. The
information resources mainly include: the website of the China Society for
Library Science; Almanac of Libraries in China; relevant monographs and
papers; blogs of active Chinese scholars in library and information science;
funded projects databases of the China National Planning Office of Philosophy
and Social Science, of the China National Natural Science Foundation, and of
the PRC Ministry of Education; as well as mass media which have reported on
library rights events.

Then the paper goes on to analyze the timeline and the influencing
factors of the social process of Chinese library rights comprehensively as well
as specifically. The authors point out, although there seemed to be a turning
point at the beginning of the 21st century with an increasing trend in the
quantities of events involved and a diversified status in the genres of relevant
events as a whole, further observation of who and how they claimed the
rights in the events tells a different story. Firstly, those who were involved in
the process mostly came from library academic and practical fields except
for a few infrequent cases, therefore, there is a paucity of outside attention
and strength. Secondly, most of the events involved academic discussions
or policy normalization, in which any real demand for rights was rare to be
found. Therefore, it was not so much a revolution of the process that took
place as much as an evolution in the Chinese library world which began to
pay attention and face up to library rights issues at the beginning of the new
century.

The authors also point out that the social process of Chinese library rights
can be divided into two phases from its beginning until the present. Firstly,
there was the naturally evolving phase before 2002. During this period, in
the macro territory of Chinese librarianship, ubiquitous library rights issues
happened occasionally in the practical field without being detected because of
the absence of modern library professional consciousness, theory and ideas. But
instead of vanishing, these undetected issues would show up again and again

and remind people of their existence. Secondly, there is the theory and idea
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rebuilding phase after 2002. During this period, through the propagandizing
efforts of several men and women of insight, the Chinese librarianship field
began to rebuild its modern library professional theory and ideas in which
library rights were included. At the same time, thanks to some transformation
and opportunities, the protection of reader rights was highlighted in the whole
context of the development of Chinese society. Therefore, with the impetus
inside and outside the library world, library rights issues began to be discovered,
discussed, studied and propagandized.

But even in the second phase, the leading role was not played by the
public stakeholders, who are the subjects of library rights, nor by the libraries,
librarians, library associations or academies, relevant government departments
or relevant laws and regulations, who bear the obligation of rights protection,
but by library and information science scholars and the professional journals
of library science. That is to say the social process of realizing Chinese library
rights was still presented in a more academic context.

Referencing the other new forms of citizenship which are more developed,
such as gender citizenship, sexual citizenship, cultural citizenship, multicultural
citizenship, and ecological citizenship, it can be seen that their social processes
usually consist of three domains, including the practice of rights, political
activities and academic discussions based on the relevant literature. Comparison
reveals the unilateralism of the social process of Chinese library rights, favoring
academic discussions which predict or guide future development directions,
while missing rights practices and political activities.

The academic discussions cannot singlehandedly advance reader rights.
Only the clear and specific expression of reader demands from the subjects of
these rights in the practical domain can be seen as marking a breakthrough of
the social process of Chinese library rights. The further advance of the social
process of Chinese library rights beyond the naturally brewing and theory
and idea rebuilding phases will be fraught with difficulty. In the first place, it
should make up for the deficiency in the domain of rights practices. Also, there
are at least three difficulties which should be faced. Firstly, how to enable the
subjects of rights to express their library rights explicitly using the professional
language of rights and obligations, or of “informed” citizenship. Secondly,
how to make the subjects of rights think it necessary to express their library

rights which may seem to be of little importance. Thirdly, how to persuade the
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libraries and librarians to tolerate, with sense and sensibility, the negative effects
on them when the subjects actively practice their library rights.

Moreover, there should be political activities to seek mutual support of
the three domains of rights practices, engagement in political activities and
academic discussions to forge an integrated development. And this may prove
even more difficult. Firstly, political activities are based on the rights practices
which are still under development. Secondly, the concept of political activities
is apt to be misunderstood. And thirdly, to succeed in this goal, the planning,
leading and organizing of the competent authority and library associations
are necessary which touch on the positioning and transformation of their
functions.

In order to overcome the difficulties mentioned above and advance the
social process of attaining Chinese library rights, the paper provides some
suggestions. Firstly, the joint efforts of discussions in academic field, user
education and empowerment in the industry and promotion and popularizing
through the mass media will be necessary. Secondly, to bring the library rights
into the more general concept of the rights of accessing the public cultural and
information services, it would be good simultaneously enhance the degree of
social recognition and professional prestige of libraries and librarians as stewards
of an informed citizenry. Thirdly, attention to the theory and idea of library
rights should be given in library science professional education and continuing

education.
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