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Employing the bibliometric laws, this study investigated literature

scattering and subject change between the citing and cited literature on

information science. This study first used the Bradford
,
s Law and the

Bradford-Zipf
,
s Law to identify the core journals of information science.

Then, using the descriptors in LISA to quantitatively analyze the key

concepts for core journals of citing and cited literature. A total of 1,492

citing literature, published from 1985 to 2005, were searched on Web of

Science database. Moreover, 8,813 cited literature was obtained from

citing literature. The results of this study reveal that the scattering of citing

and cited literature on information science shows diminishing returns; both

scatterings do not fit with the Bradford
,
s Law and Bradford-Zipf

,
s Law;

the citing literature scatters more than the cited literature does; five core of

the core journals on information science are identified; the subjects in

common of citing and cited literature are professional education,

bibliometrics, information work, citation analysis, searching, etc.
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14 747 50.07%

53.36 4.67%

49.93% 286

2.6 199

199 66.33% 13.34%

7

%

1 199 199 199 13.34

2 30 60 259 4.02

3 14 42 301 2.82

4 7 28 329 1.88

5 7 35 364 2.35

6 5 30 394 2.01
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8 3 24 432 1.61
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16 1 16 546 1.07

18 2 36 582 2.41

20 3 60 642 4.02

23 1 23 665 1.54

25 1 25 690 1.68
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