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Under the background of “The Double First-class University
Initiative” and “Double Ten Thousand Plan” implemented in colleges
and universities, professional education at all levels of library

information and archival studies in mainland China is undergoing
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a period of rapid change and uncertainty. Based on the changes in
the policy direction and assessment system of various regions and
universities, which present a common phenomenon of lacking a top-
down design policy, an in-depth study on the professional education
of the discipline as a whole was conducted, in order to readjust the
academic education and adapt to the needs of professional education
and career development during the transition period. The research
questions in this paper include: what is the current status of the
library, information, and archives management education in mainland
China? What are the characteristics of academic education of each
level? What is the regional distribution of relative educational
institutions? What is the status quo of enrollment and cultivation?
The data collection methods in this study include literature research,
website interviews, content analysis, etc. The research subjects were
set as the educational institutions in China's library, information, and
archives management field, for analyzing the disciplinary settings
and educational development at all levels including junior college,
undergraduate, and graduate levels, such as master’s, doctoral and
postdoctoral. The main research findings are addressed below. Firstly,
the overall discipline scale of library information and archives
management in Mainland China has been stable in the past decade,
the number of undergraduate educational institutions has slightly
decreased, the master's education represented by MLIS is developing
prosperously, the scale of traditional academic master's education
has been shrinking, and the doctoral education is growing steadily.
Secondly, the distribution of educational institutions among provinces
and cities is highly fragmented, and the layout of disciplines has
remained stable, with a total of 25 provinces and cities having
institutions providing library information and archival education, and
East China and North China accounting for 58% of the total, among
which more than 60% of the departments were established before Year
2000 and fewer new programs were launched in recent years. Thirdly,
“admitting students according to the first level” has become a trendy
policy in some departments, and the quality of education training has

steadily improved.
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Library information and archive management in Mainland China shares

the same historical root with library and information science in Taiwan.
It was not until 1949 did both began to evolve in different ways. Today,

library information and archive management spans the sub-disciplines

of library science, information science, and archival science. These three

disciplines share similarities but differ in their own ways; moreover,

they interact to create a unified whole. In recent years, higher-education

institutions across Mainland China have implemented the Double First-class

University Initiative and the Double Ten Thousand Plan. Programs in library

information and archival studies are therefore undergoing a tumultuous
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period of rapid change at all levels of education. This was especially the
case between 2015 and 2019, during which the State Council and the
Ministry of Education introduced four adjustments to reorganize the lists of
majors local universities offered, with 51 changes made to library science,
information science, and archival science. The rearrangement of disciplines
related to library information and archival studies following the policy’s
implementation has drawn attention within and beyond the field. Against
this backdrop, the present study sought to conduct an in-depth investigation
into programs in library information and archival studies in Mainland China,
providing recommendations on how to respond to any challenge wherever it
arises and addressing students’ needs for education and career development
in times of transition.

This study examined (a) the current developments in programs
in library information and archival studies in Mainland China, (b)
the characteristics of these programs at all levels of education, (c) the
geographical distribution of the programs in Mainland China, and (d) the
current status of student enrollment and cultivation at the programs. Data
were collected through literature review, website visits, and content analysis.
Institutions offering undergraduate, graduate, doctoral, and post-doctoral
programs in library information and archival studies in Mainland China
were recruited as the research objects.

The main conclusions are as follows:

First, the number of programs in library information and archival
studies in Mainland China has shown stable change over the past decade.
Specifically, it has been declining steadily at the undergraduate level,
surging at the professional master’s level, decreasing markedly at the
academic master’s level, and increasing steadily at the doctoral and post-doc
levels. As of December 2019, 95 such programs were available in Mainland
China—44 at the undergraduate level, 76 at the graduate level (63 of them
awarding the academic master’s degree and 49 awarding the professional
master’s), 13 at the doctoral level, 14 at the post-doc level, and 3 at the
associate level. In total, the programs accepted 4,500-5,000 applicants each
year: 2,229 enrolled as undergraduates, 2,370 as graduates (954 of whom
pursued an academic master’s degree and 1,416 pursued a professional
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master’s), and 169 as doctoral students and post-docs. Clearly, the focus
of student cultivation at programs in library science and archive studies
in Mainland China had shifted from the undergraduate level at the time
of foundation to the graduate level nowadays. Regarding the way library
science majors at graduate and doctoral levels were trained, 78% of those
pursuing an academic master’s were required to publish journal articles,
whereas 70% of those pursuing a professional master’s did not have to do
so. Doctoral students were equipped to make original contributions to the
existing body of knowledge in their fields of specialization and publish well-
researched papers.

Second, the geographical distribution of programs in library
information and archival studies was highly skewed across Mainland China
and there was a sharp division of majors in that field. This posed an obstacle
to the overall development of the programs. Currently, programs in library
information and archival studies were scattered across 25 provinces and
cities, with 30 of them located in eastern China and 23 in northern China.
Both regions accounted for 58% of the total. Such programs were most
concentrated in eastern China, but they were scarce in central and western
regions, where students with advanced degrees were few and far between.
In addition, research-oriented programs in library information and archival
studies were grappling with intense competition as they evolved. Outshone
by their similar but more dominant counterparts, they need to be reformed in
a way that can secure their niches, enhance their influence, and improve the
sense of belonging among students and faculty members.

On the whole, library science, archival science, and information
science—which have been around in Mainland China for nearly 100, 80, and
40 years, respectively—have their own challenges to address. Specifically,
library science is on the verge of demise; information science is losing its
uniqueness and being marginalized; and archival science is faring relatively
well, although it remains in the status quo. To meet its current challenges,
the community of library information and archival studies has harnessed
digital technology to create a handful of interdisciplinary programs, such as
the Renmin University of China’s graduate program in digital humanity, the
East China Normal University’s business analytics program, and the Institute
of Scientific and Technical Information of China’s competitive intelligence
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program. These emerging programs contribute to Chinese society one way
or another. For example, in a nationwide campaign to tackle the COVID-19
pandemic, Chinese scholars of library information and archival studies
conducted emergency management research to disseminate information
about the coronavirus, develop knowledge graphs of the pandemic, and
analyze public opinion on the pandemic. Such endeavors demonstrate the
role that these academics play in Chinese society.
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