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The book collection activities in ancient China usually were
damaged by various disasters such as flooding, fire, insects, mildew,
and theft. The protection of books consequently became the core
of collecting books and has featured prominently in the study of
book collecting in ancient China as well. The protection of books
consequently became the core in the collection of books, the spotlight
in the study in the book collections history in ancient China as well.
Book collectors in six prefectures in Nanjing and Jiangnan provinces
emerged in succession in the Ming Dynasty and commonly advocated
the necessity to protect books. To protect beloved books, they not
only summarized their book-collecting practices but also developed
many useful methods of protecting books, including book binding
and repair, the arrangement of bookshelves, use management, fire
prevention, waterproofing, insect resistance, mildew resistance, and
theft prevention. Those methods are worthy of attention and learning
for future generations. For those reasons, this article focuses on six
prefectures in Nanjing and Jiangnan provinces during the Ming Dynasty,
an area and era that marked a brilliant achievement in the collection
of books. In view of the frameworks and safety protocols of libraries,
the proper collection and use of literature, and the ordinarily protection
and mending of books, et al., the article investigates the skills and
considerations of past book collectors and come up a comprehensive

conclusion.
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Introduction

Book collection activities in ancient China were usually damaged or
sabotaged by various disasters, including floods, fires, insects, mildew, theft,
etc. As a result, book protection has always been the core of book collection
activities as well as the focus in the research of ancient book collection
history. In the Ming Dynasty, book collectors in Nanjing and Jiangnan Six
Prefectures emerged in large numbers, and they generally were aware of the
necessity of book protection. In order to protect the beloved classics in the
life of book collection, they summarized the experiences of the predecessors
and even further developed many effective methods of book protection. Such
book protection methods, include book binding and repairing, arrangement
of bookshelves, use management, fire prevention, flood prevention, insect
prevention, mildew prevention, and theft prevention. These book protection
methods are of great value and worthy of attention and learning by future
generations. Due to the reasons above, this study focuses on areas, such
as Nanjing and Jiangnan Six Prefectures in the Ming Dynasty, where
book collection activities flourished and achieved their peak. This study
comprehensively summarizes and investigates various ingenious ideas used by
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book collectors by probing into various aspects, such as the building structures
and safety of libraries, the adequate collection and use management of books,
and the ordinary protection and repair of books.

Method

This study employs the general historical research method to collect
historical materials as evidence and then uses the induction method to reach
reasonable conclusions. Based on many years of learning experiences, the
author refers to ancient and modern literature that is more relevant to the
research topic in order to collect more extensive and diverse materials (such
as Literary Sketches, anthology of literature, Local Gazetteer, and Inscription
and Postscript), bibliography, letters, special works of ancient bibliophiles, etc.
as evidence. Moreover, the author also utilizes some quantitative or statistical
methods to collect and disclose various book protection activities completed
by book collectors in Nanjing and Jiangnan Six Prefectures in the Ming
Dynasty based on the sampling principle. Lastly, this study performs in-depth
investigation and analysis on such activities to reach conclusions. The research
results obtained from these methods form the basis to explain historical
phenomena.

Results

The book collectors in Nanjing and Jiangnan Six Prefectures in the Ming
Dynasty attached great importance to book protection and built libraries one
by one to store the believed books. They paid close attention to the design
and layout of libraries, especially preparations for disaster prevention, such
as measures to prevent floods, fires, theft, insects, mildew, etc. In order to
preserve the books properly for a long time, they implemented many methods,
such as daily inspection, book binding, filling in the missing parts, collation,
repair, and maintenance, as well as tirelessly maintained ventilation, sun
exposure, and insect control on a regular basis. They even continued to
conduct many useful experiments on book protection methods, which revealed
the importance they attached to book protection.

The book collectors in Nanjing and Jiangnan Six Prefectures in the Ming
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Dynasty performed long-term observations on the experiences and records of
their predecessors and referred to the knowledge of book protection through
exchanges with their colleagues. With the accumulation of their own book
collection practices, they further developed and summarized many theories,
knowledge, or methods of protection of books. In general, the book collectors
in Nanjing and Jiangnan Six Prefectures in the Ming Dynasty had a much more
diverse and progressive conception and skills in book protection than those in
the past. Their book protection spirit and various book protection designs and

methods are truly worthy of inheritance and learning by future generations.

Conclusion

Owing to the love for books, the book collectors in Nanjing and Jiangnan
Six Prefectures in the Ming Dynasty developed a sense of cultural mission to
protect books. In terms of the reflection on the internal and external designs
and layouts of various library buildings for book protection, the development
of many methods or measures for proper management of books, and the
implementation of various steps and operations to maintain the appearance and
content of books, the book collectors in Nanjing and Jiangnan Six Prefectures
in the Ming Dynasty not only successfully developed book protection theories
and cultural characteristics unique to the times and regions, but also passed
down a large number of ancient books to the present, thus enabling future
generations to personally witness the knowledge and achievements of the
ancients. It is uncertain whether the various ingenuity and efforts made by
the book collectors in Nanjing and Jiangnan Six Prefectures in the Ming
Dynasty to protect books can inspire or contribute to the book collection in
modern libraries. Under the current world trend of gradual dependence on
digital literature, the investigation of book collection not only helps review
and reflect upon the maintenance theories of paper literature in the past, but
also encourages those who still love paper books today to continue to advocate
the traditional and excellent book-loving culture and maintain this culture

unremittingly.
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