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Taiwan will be entering a phase called the super-aged society. In
terms of the well-being of the elderly and whether or not people of
all ages are equipped to face the aging of the entire social structure,
this study interviewed 3 founders, 2 staff members, and 13 readers of
Rock YeNai Co., Ltd. and Anke Picture Book House. The study found
that picture books for aging readers often focus on the needs of the
elderly population, and address issues and psychological dilemmas
faced in life. They also possess qualities such as artistic appreciation,
emotional impact, stimulating thoughts and reflection, examination of
one’s life journey, exchange of ideas, and sharing of experiences. From
the process and changes in the thoughts of the interviewed readers
in contact with picture books for aging readers, it can be found that
if there is no prejudice against picture books for aging readers, it is
easier to accept the interpretation of picture books for aging readers by
institutions. According to the results, suggestions can be divided into
two parts: first, the necessity of using picture books for aging readers
phrase: in order to break the stereotype that picture books are children’s
picture books, the term picture books for aging readers should be used
to create a new type of picture books, and second, the convenience of
access picture books for aging readers: separate picture books for aging
readers from children’s picture books, set up independent display areas,
and design corresponding promotion strategies and activities according
to readers with different growth backgrounds, so as to make it easier to

access and accept picture books for aging readers.
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Introduction

Taiwan will enter a “super-aged society” by 2025. The Population Policy
White Paper (National Development Council, Executive Yuan, 2013), the
White Paper on the Aged Society (Ministry of Health and Welfare, 2021), and
the definition of the establishment of a leisure and wellness industry for the
elderly by Cao (2013) indicate that the elderly should be helped to age actively.
Some mechanisms are expected to influence people to develop positive values
during the aging process (Hsiao, 2010). In addition to the government’s
emphasis on the importance of positive aging, private organizations are
also actively involved in promoting the well-being of an aging society by
organizing reading promotion activities for aging readers. In March 2017,
“Rock YeNai Co., Ltd.” was established, and “Anke Picture Book House”
was established in October of the same year. These organizations use “picture
books for aging readers” to promote picture book reading or shared reading
for aging, middle-aged, and elderly groups (Lee, 2020; Lu, 2019). Therefore,

this study used these two reading promotion organizations for “picture books

This article is based on the first author Sih-Jie Chen’s master thesis, and the original research idea is
inspired by her advisor Wen-Yau Cathy Lin.
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for aging readers” as the research site to explore the course of exposure of

the founders, staff members, and readers of these two organizations to picture

books for aging readers. The research purpose was to draw a more detailed
profile for picture books for aging readers. Hence, the following three research
questions were developed accordingly.

1. What are the promotion organizations’ interpretation and selection criteria
for “picture books for aging readers?”

2. What is the opinion of the aging readers of picture books in the promotion
organizations about the “picture books for aging readers” and the promotion
activities before and after their exposure to the promotion activities of
“picture books for aging readers?”

3. What are the promotion organizations’and readers’current views and future
suggestions regarding “picture books for aging readers?”

Methodology

This study used semi-structured interviews to collect data from five
founders and thirteen readers from “Rock YeNai” and “Anke Picture Book
House.” This study explored the interpretation of the meaning and the selection
basis of picture books for aging readers of the organizations, as well as the
readers’ perceptions, opinions, and feelings regarding “picture books for aging
readers” at different times.

To avoid influencing the respondents’ definition and perception of picture
books for aging readers, the researcher used the operational definition of “the
picture books that [ have come across during my participation in the promotion
of picture books for aging readers organized by this promotion organization
are picture books for aging readers” to respond to the participants. After the
interviews, the respondents’ perceptions of picture books for aging readers
were summarized and organized to form a clear profile of picture books for
aging readers.

Results

1. Interpretation of the meaning of “picture books for aging readers” and

selection criteria of the two organizations.
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Rock YeNai believes that picture books for aging readers are picture
books that focus on oneself and discuss the meaning of life while addressing
the psychological dilemmas faced by senior citizens, starting from the
meaningful connection in positive psychology. Anke Picture Book House, on
the other hand, believes that picture books for aging readers are books suitable
for the aging community to read and participate in. Picture books for aging
readers can be applied or connected to life. Both organizations have established
their selection criteria based on their interpretations.
2.Readers’ perceptions of the “picture books for aging readers” and the

promotion activities before and after their exposure to the promotion
activities of “picture books for aging readers.”

Half of the readers were exposed to the promotion information through
social media, and the other half were introduced to the promotion information
by friends and relatives. If readers did not have a subjective impression of
“picture books for aging readers,” they were more likely to accept the concept
and meaning of picture books for aging readers established by the promotion
organization. After participating in reading promotion activities, readers could
feel the difference between picture books for aging readers and children’s
picture books.
3.Readers’ current views on “picture books for aging readers” and

recommendations for future studies.

Readers that participated in this study suggested that picture books for
aging readers are not exclusively for children, but are rather healing, touching,
and thought-provoking. Hence, these picture books for aging readers need to
be specifically selected. This differs significantly from the journey of a child
reading alone or a parent reading a picture book to a child. Adult, aging, or
elderly groups often focus on their feelings and emotions when reading picture
books for aging readers and recall their life experiences through the storyline.
When it comes to recommendations for future reading promotion, the readers
indicated that the content of picture books for aging readers can be created
closer to the background of the aging readers to generate a stronger resonance
and that the promotion can be combined with different extension activities so
that more people can become familiar with picture books for aging readers.
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Conclusions

Based on the above results, this study suggested that the term “picture
books for aging readers” should create a new category of picture books to
break the stereotype of picture books as children’s picture books and to
consider the life experiences and needs of the elderly to create more picture
books for the aging population that resonate with them. The promotion of
picture books should consider the reading experience of different groups, with
varying promotion methods, and separate display areas should be established
to distinguish picture books for aging readers from children’s picture books to
improve the accessibility of picture books for aging readers.

81






	圖書資訊學研究18(1)-02 林雯瑤



