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The development of Braille libraries in Japan has been over 100
years. More than 70 Braille libraries integrated book resources, and
have been provided digital transmission services. The purpose of this
study is to explore the impact of the development of Braille libraries on
book resources for people with visual impairments in Japan. Through
documents and research literature, this study reviews the development
process of Braille libraries, discusses the actions and functions of
visually impaired book resources, and clarifies the relationship between
Braille libraries and public libraries. This study reveals Braille libraries
had different functions and influences on the book resources in Japan
during different periods. The production and provision of book
resources for people with visual impairments in Japan are influenced by
various actions in the development of Braille libraries. In addition, the
cooperative relationship between Braille libraries and public libraries is
an important factor in the development of shared library resources. This
study proposed following suggestions. A division of labor mechanism
for the content and types of book production for people with visual
impairments should be established. Moreover, it is necessary to

formulate a standard for the production of visually impaired books.
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Introduction

Book resources for people with visual impairments who learn through
tactile and auditory pathways are different from general books sold on the
market. They need to go through the process of conversion and production
and take a lot of time and effort. Indeed, book resources for people with
visual impairments in various countries are mainly through libraries or service
organizations for people with visual impairments. Although efforts have been
made through the National Taiwan Library in Taiwan, however, studies pointed
out that the production and provision of visually impaired book resources are
still not common. At the same time, there are problems such as duplication
of books, unintegrated resources, insufficient, uneven distribution, and low
utilization rates of visually impaired book resources in public libraries.

For a long time, the provision of book resources for people with visual
impairments in Japan has been based on Braille libraries in various places,
and the development of Braille libraries in Japan has been over 100 years.
There are more than 70 public and private Braille libraries in various places.
Moreover, resources have been integrated, and digital transmission services
with rich bibliographies have been provided.

In addition to stressing its support for the rights and social welfare of
book resources for people with visual impairments, Japan has also provided
comprehensive legal protection to secure reading resources for people with
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disabilities in recent years, moving towards a society with equal reading
rights. Among the visually impaired book resources in Japan, Braille books
are mainly produced by Braille libraries. Regarding the content of production,
academic documents are mainly produced by National Diet Library. Overall,
Braille libraries have more collections of books for people with visual
impairments. For both Braille libraries and National Diet Library, there are
relevant guidelines to follow in the production of books for people with visual
impairments.

In order to solve the problems in the production and provision of visually
impaired book resources in Taiwan and provide references in the future, the
purpose of this study is to explore the impact of the development of Braille
libraries on book resources for people with visual impairments in Japan.
Through documents and research literature, this study reviews the development
process of Braille libraries, discusses the actions and functions of visually
impaired book resources, and clarifies the relationship between Braille libraries

and public libraries.

Method

This study adopts the method of chronology to sort out the events related
to Braille libraries and classification, so as to present the development process
of Braille Libraries. There are three main sources of data for this study:

1. Important Braille library history, annals, and books related to the
development process of Braille Libraries.

2. The Japanese J-STAGE and CiNii. They are the two major retrieval systems
in this study and “Braille Library” is used as the keyword to retrieve relevant
data and pick out important documents.

3.Relevant websites for visually impaired book resource services,
supplementary search for relevant events, relevant persons, relevant laws
and policies, and plans.

According to the time when important laws and regulations were enacted
or revised, the data were divided into four periods: before 1970, 1970-1980,
1990-2000, and after 2010.
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Results

Before 1970

This period can be said to be the foundational period of book resources
for people with visual impairments. The types of books for people with visual
impairments produced in this period are mainly traditional paper-based Braille
books and audio-tape books. The production method of Braille books has
evolved from the early manual point printing to plate making. In terms of
supply, both Braille books and audio books provide lending services according
to their respective collections.

The main factors affecting the development of Braille libraries include the
awareness promotion on the book resources of people with visual impairments,
the dedication of volunteers, the enactment of related laws and regulations, and
the government’s financial support. Braille libraries not only train book-transfer
volunteers but also print books, moreover, they become the base for the production
and supply of books for people with visual impairments. During this time period,
the development of books for people with visual impairments was dominated by

Braille libraries, and there was no obvious connection with public libraries.

1970-1980

This period can be said to be a time of the division of labor and the
cooperation among visually impaired book resources. Although the types of
books for people with visual impairments maintained the traditional method
during this period, in terms of production, people began to see a division of
labor through the differences in the types and contents of books for people with
visual impairments. In terms of service provision, the inter-library cooperation
has also started to develop.

In the development of Braille libraries, the main factors are people with
visual impairments people’s struggle for reading rights and the self-reflection
of Braille libraries. Through cooperation among themselves, Braille libraries
established the sharing of catalogs and resources and set up regulations for the
production of books for people with visual impairments. In the relationship
with public libraries, Braille libraries provided services through a division of
labor and cooperation.
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1990-2000

This period can be said to be one of digital transformation for visually
impaired book resources. Due to the development of technology, the types of
books produced for people with visual impairments in this period are mainly
electronic Braille books and audiobook DAISY. In terms of production, digital
formats of books for people with visual impairments were developed, and in
terms of service provision, online service platforms were set up.

In the development of Braille libraries during this period, the main factors
involve the support of private enterprises, government subsidies, and related
laws and regulations. Braille libraries produced books in digital formats for
people with visual impairments and promoted the establishment of an Internet
service platform for the provision of their services. In the relationship with
public libraries, Braille libraries started to offer electronic catalogs of public
libraries to provide people with visual impairments accesses to the collections

of public libraries.

After 2010

This period can be said to be the period of electronic platform integration
among visually impaired book resources. The types of visually impaired books
produced during this period are mainly electronic Braille books, audiobook
DAISY, e-book DAISY, and digital multimedia DAISY; moreover, services are
provided through digital service platforms.

In the development of Braille libraries, the main factors are the support
of government funding, the development of digital service platforms, and the
division of labor among libraries. Through the digital platform, Braille libraries
integrated people with visual impairments library resources and made them
widely available. In the relationship with public libraries, the division of labor
was adopted to integrate visually impaired library resources, and cooperation
between Braille libraries and public libraries was achieved by means of digital

service platforms.

Conclusions

The production and provision of book resources for people with visual
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impairments in Japan are influenced by various actions in the development
of Braille libraries. In addition, the cooperative relationship between Braille
libraries and public libraries is an important factor in the development of
shared library resources.

Based on comprehensive research findings, this study puts forward
the following suggestions as a reference to develop visually impaired book
resources in Taiwan in the future. First, the government should provide
financial supports and encourage cooperation among visually impaired book
resources. Second, the government should take stock of the existing resources
and carry out digital transformation. Third, a division of labor mechanism for
the content and types of book production for people with visual impairments
should be established. Finally, it is necessary to formulate a standard for the

production of visually impaired books.
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