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Since 2011, when Chinese students were allowed to study in
Taiwan, the proportion of Chinese students studying in Taiwan has
shown a trend of stability or even increase. Especially in recent years
when the number of applicants for master and doctoral programs has
exceeded the quota given. During their undergraduate studies, some
Chinese students lose interest in their original disciplines, so they came
up with the idea of learning another continuing subject for advanced
studies. This study using the semi-structured interview method, and
taking 15 Chinese students who study in Taiwan and choose the Institute
of Interdisciplinary Education as the research object. We realize that
Chinese students often use the Internet and interpersonal relationships
when searching for information about schools, departments and
writing materials. So, it is recommended to the official website for
the examination can add some successful cases of Chinese students’
application. What’s more, the libraries of colleges can also add a section
to register for examination on the campus Intranet, and provide advisory
services for declaration, so as to facilitate the rapid acquisition of timely

information by Chinese students.
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Introduction

People recognize that relying on a single disciplinary knowledge to solve
the world’s increasingly complex social problems is difficult. Comprehensive
problems require depth and breadth of knowledge along with knowledge
integration. As a result, interdisciplinary education has become increasingly
important in improving the quality of higher education. Many schools have
designed a series of interdisciplinary courses for graduate students. They create
a flexible graduate education system that emphasizes the comprehensiveness
and systematization of graduate courses. Meanwhile, these schools encourage
students to actively participate in interdisciplinary topics. Therefore,
interdisciplinary education has received widespread attention from researchers
and educators.

Since Chinese students were allowed to study in Taiwan in 2011, the
education exchange policies have been gradually perfected. This has been
mainly due to the popularization of higher education and frequent exchanges
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between the two sides of the Taiwan Strait. Thus, the proportion of Chinese
students studying in Taiwan has shown a trend of stability, even an increase.
In recent years, the number of master’s and doctoral program applicants
to attend Taiwan’s universities has exceeded the quota. This indicates that
Chinese students have a higher level of recognition for studying in Taiwan and
are gradually forming a new small group in Taiwan. Some Chinese students
lost interest in their original disciplines for various reasons during their
undergraduate studies. As a result, they gradually grow the idea of studying
another subject in their advanced degrees.

Method

Most of the previous literature regarding Chinese students focused on
students’ motivation, policy influence, and adaptation to life in Taiwan. There
are few studies on Chinese students’ graduate studies and a scarce number of
studies on the information behaviors of Chinese students applying to graduate
school. Therefore, this study investigates the information behaviors of Chinese
students in Taiwan who pursue interdisciplinary graduate studies. This study
adopted a semi-structured interview method of qualitative research, and 15
Chinese students who continue their studies in Taiwan and choose to pursue
interdisciplinary graduate studies were recruited as the research subjects.
Chinese students pursuing graduate studies in Taiwan from different colleges
and departments were selected to explore their motivations for switching
disciplines during the application period, their information needs, information
seeking channels, information selection and use, and possible difficulties
encountered when searching for information.

Results

By summarizing the interview results, this study found that Chinese
students were autonomous and rational when deciding to change their
disciplines for graduate studies. Their motivations to choose a new discipline
included multiple factors, among which personal interest and future
employment were the most important internal and external motivations for

Chinese students to choose interdisciplinary graduate studies. Participants
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believed that interests and employment were inextricably linked when
choosing a department or school. During the application period, Chinese
students had a great need for information regarding the choice of schools and
departments and the written materials to be reviewed.

The channels they sought information through were also diversified.
Chinese students tended to use the most convenient way to search for
information; search engines, classmates, and friends were the most
frequently used channels for Chinese students to find information related
to interdisciplinary graduate studies. However, their most trusted source of
information was the institution’s official website. As the information on both
the official websites of schools and the website of the University Entrance
Committee for Mainland Chinese Students is released after the meeting of
functional departments, such information is more authoritative and accurate.
Chinese students might have doubts about the credibility of some information
on the Internet in their search for information. Participants indicated they were
concerned about the lack of timeliness of the information provided due to the
lack of timely updates.

Conclusion

There is a time limit for Chinese students to apply to graduate schools in
Taiwan. However, they typically need a lot of information when writing their
application materials and choosing schools and departments. Based on these
findings, this study recommended that institutional and departmental official
websites accepting Chinese students should include cases and experiences
of successful Chinese students’ applications. Schools should also provide
excellent application information templates so that Chinese students can have
more direct access to the information needed when applying. According to
our interview results, Chinese students generally trusted the official websites
of schools and departments. Therefore, it is suggested that university libraries
set up website information pages to update the current year’s application
information and the current status of Chinese students’ enrollment in the
university. Libraries can also provide application advisory services to facilitate
the acquisition of timely information for Chinese students. In addition, for
Chinese students who want to change their field of study to other disciplines
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for graduate studies in the future, it is suggested that they carefully consider
their application level, adaptability, and study ability when choosing a
department or school. They should learn about the school and department of

choice in advance so that they have enough time to complete their writing.
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