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With the increases of digital humanities studies in recent years,
more and more people are noticing the value of information contained
in the context of documents, and this information is mostly implied in
ways of selecting, arranging, modifying, adding and deleting materials
in the process of data compilation, which reflect thoughts and ideas of
decision makers. It not only reveals the power structure and values of
contemporary societies, but also provides first-hand information for
future research on the thinking logics of different ruling parties. For
understanding the complication situations of official archives of the
Qing Dynasty, in this study, the compilations of Zhaoling Zhishu (52
47 &) of Wenyuange Siku Quanshu (CCRIEIIUE ) and relevant
official documents compiled by the Qing government were investigated,
with the focus on not only the historical development, but also the
content scope, formulation date, and editing method of each volume. It
is expected that the results of this research could serve as a significant

reference for future studies.
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Introduction

Individuals, families, or organizations have developed various alternatives
to the original documents for public use, such as cyanotype, photography,
microfilm, publication, digitization, etc., in order to promote policies, claim
their own achievements, or enhance the convenience of using archives and
extend the lifespan of archives. This measure of providing various alternatives
will prevent damage to original documents caused by repeated access, and
will remove the limitation of use due to time and space differences and
technological gaps. Even before digitization and database construction have
become the mainstream of archival applications in Taiwan and overseas,
many institutions have started these practices and continued to do so, such as
National Museum of History (& 5:8E), Academia Sinica (FPL-fiffZE05%), and
National Palace Museum, etc., which reveals that this approach is heavily
relied upon and highly valued.

With the increases of digital humanities studies in recent years, more and
more people are noticing the value of information contained in the context
of documents, and this information is mostly implied in ways of selecting,
arranging, modifying, adding and deleting materials in the process of data
compilation, which reflect thoughts and ideas of decision makers. It not only
reveals the power structure and values of contemporary societies, but also
provides first-hand information for future research on the thinking logics of

different ruling parties. However, few attention has been paid to the selection,
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arrangement, modification, addition, and deletion in the process of data
compilation, and data compilers tend to edit data and reconstruct contextual
relationships according to their own preferences and interests. In other words,
the natural links tended to be altered, and the realities presented in modified
archives tend to be different from the original ones, for revealing data editors’
thinking logics. Thus, relevant documents and works become the direct

materials for understanding data editors’ thoughts.

Method

For understanding the complication situations of official archives of
the Qing Dynasty, in this study, the compilations of Zhaoling Zhishu (F2%
2 J&) of Wenyuange Siku Quanshu (SCFEVU[E £2) and relevant official
documents compiled by the Qing government were investigated, with the focus
on not only the historical development, but also the content scope, formulation
date, and editing method of each volume. It is expected that the results of this

research could serve as a significant reference for future studies.

Results

The core collection of Zhaoling Zhishuof Wenyuange Siku Quanshu
is based on archives or compilation of archives, consisting of eight types of
official archives of the Qing Dynasty, in a total of 669 volumes. By comparing
the original materials and the compilations, we can see there is a great deal of
deletions and revisions made by the emperors themselves. The emperors made
the selection, classification, addition, deletion, and arrangement of archives
according to their perceptions, thus the archives revealed how these emperors
thought about the policies and decisions made by administrations of previous
dynasties. We could see whether these emperors considered the policies
important, and whether they approve or disapprove of particular policies.
From a macroscopic perspective, we can say that this research points a way
for future studies and fills the knowledge gap regarding the thinking logics of
rulers in different dynasties and eras.

Studying and understanding the nature of documents has long been a
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practical and research priority in librarianship studies, archival science, and
information science, especially in an era when more and more attention has
been paid to metrics, big data, data exploration, and digital humanities in
studies in various humanities fields, which highlight the importance of textual
research. It can be said that only when we identify the text characteristics can
we further analyze the text content.

Conclusions

The findings and results of this study are summarized as below. (1) The
nature of Zhaoling Zhishu of Qing Dynasty is differed from that of ancient
times, with a goal of demonstrating its military achievements; (2) Most of
the compilations based on archives and related materials were compiled by
the official authorities, with a goal of replacing the originals as “archives,”
indicating that there were different conceptions of primary documents between
the ancient and present times; (3) The existing compilations preserved the
complete history and records of compilations made in Qing Dynasty, and the
analysis and study of relevant contents will help understand the thinking logics
and thoughts of different rulers.
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