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This study aims to explore how teachers integrate archives into
the teaching plan design of history courses and how it affects students’
learning motivation and effectiveness after integrating archives into
history teaching and using an inquiry-based instructional strategy. The
teaching plan conducted a six-week teaching experimental observation.
The Learning Motivation Scale, after-class test and learning worksheets
were used to investigate the impacts of sport talent students’ acceptance for
different teaching methods on their learning motivation and outcomes, and
supplemented by interviews to understand students’ opinions of teaching
process. The study results revealed the students’ learning motivation was
the highest in “integrating archives and inquiry-based instruction,” and the
lowest in “traditional lectures.” Although the learning effect of integrating
archives into history teaching or adding inquiry-based instruction cannot be
immediately reflected in the test scores, the level of answering and thinking

of the learning worksheets have improved significantly.
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AL SR A IR R 1S IR EEREER A G E R A
BSHCERENEET  SEAESEE R E R > BIEEEAL -
TREBAEEORIRE 2T E > KQ LT 0) R LR Rk
FAHF > wRPEE RARA R o, (Al 1 85) BAEDIMENR - &t
BEBEERANR LS Hh o Eaf LR S E0HFRER NS
#E% !, (DI:36)
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Introduction

Since 2019, the Curriculum Guidelines of 12-Year Basic Education have
been officially implemented in Taiwan, which specify that history courses
should be with the goal of developing students’ concepts regarding cause and
consequence, time sequences and historical evidence. For meeting this goal,
the teaching methods of integrating archives and inquiry-based learning into
curriculum is proposed in this study. Integrating archives into curriculum
could develop students’ ability of using archives, as well as enrich the content
of curriculum. The inquiry-based learning approach enables students to
identify problems, propose and verify potential hypothesis, and then generate
conclusions, and thus is helpful in building students’ historical perspectives
and competencies of exploring history.

In this study, the experimental teaching method was adopted, and the
history courses were divided into three stages with three different teaching
modes, including traditional lectures, integrating archives into curriculum, and

integrating archives and inquiry-based instruction into curriculum. The history
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courses had undergone progressive changes of teaching methods. After the
three-staged instructions, the approaches of Learning Motivation Scale, tests,
and worksheets were used to investigate the impacts of these three teaching
methods on students’ learning motivation and learning outcomes.

Methodology

The quasi-experimental design of one-group pre-test and post-test was
adopted in this study. Eleven sport-talented 8th grade students in one junior
high school in New Taipei City were recruited as the research subjects of this
study. The 8th grade students are ideal for studies of experimental teaching
because they are equipped with learning basics but without academic pressure
yet. In addition, sport talent class are usually with a small number of students,
thus are ideal for observations of instructional guidance and interactions.

The Learning Motivation Scale for 6th to 9th grade students in Taiwan,
adapted by Chen (2010), was adopted as the research tool. Learning outcomes
were revealed from tests after instructions and the worksheets completed
during instructions. Tests designed by teachers were conducted after
instructions; worksheets consisting of four learning levels (memorization,
comprehension, analysis, and evaluation) were issued during instructions, and
were evaluated by two instructors for taking the averages.

The teaching experiments were conducted for six weeks since September
of 2020. Students studied about the history of modern China being influenced
by the western countries, and expressed their opinions and engaged in
discussions based on international situations. The heterogeneous grouping
approach was adopted for facilitating students’ discussions and learning.
During the first and second weeks of traditional lectures, instructors explained
the content of textbooks, and used blackboards (or PowerPoint Template)
for helping students connect history and curriculum knowledge. During the
third and fourth weeks of integrating archives into curriculum, in addition to
textbooks, relevant archives (including documents, photos, or letters) were
provided with designed questions, as the worksheets for students to complete.
During the fifth and sixth weeks of integrating archives and inquiry-based

learning into curriculum, the instructors designed the topics for students to
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engage in group discussions; the difference of this stage from the previous one
was that students had to offer their own perspectives through engaging in topic

discussions and demonstrating evidence with archives.

Results

Analysis of Learning Motivation

The analysis of learning motivation in instructions of three teaching
modes revealed that, in terms of the averages in aspects of feelings, executive
wills and overall tests, students’ scores of learning motivation in instructions
of integrating archives and inquiry-based learning were higher than the ones of
integrating archives and traditional lectures.

Assessment of Tests

Tests were conducted after instructions with different teaching methods.
Students’ test scores were the highest in instructions of traditional lectures,
because instructors explained the content of textbooks and it was easier for
students to memorize and transfer directly as the performance in tests. On the
other hand, the instructions of integrating archives and inquiry-based learning
were with the focus of developing students’ concepts toward historical events,
and building their perspectives through contemplating various historical data;
thus it was not easy to identify instant effects in their test performances, and
the scores were lower than the ones with traditional lectures.

Assessment of Worksheets

Worksheets were for evaluating students’ four levels of learning,
including memorization, comprehension, analysis and evaluation. The
analysis of worksheets for instructions with three teaching modes revealed
that worksheets for traditional lectures were with a focus on memorization
and comprehension, worksheets for instructions with integrating archives
highlighted comprehension and analysis, and worksheets for instruction with
integrating archives and inquiry-based learning concentrated on analysis and

evaluation. Based on these results, it was evident that the levels of students’
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contemplating and investigating problems were gradually enhanced with the
shifts of teaching methods.

Conclusions

Several conclusions were generated from the results of this study.

Students’ learning motivations were the highest in instructions with
integrating archives and inquiry-based learning, and were the lowest in
instructions with traditional lectures. Students reported that integrating
archives and inquiry-based learning made the curriculum intriguing and fun.

Students’ test scores were the highest in instructions with traditional
lectures. Although it was not easy to identify instant and significant learning
outcomes in tests for instructions of integrating archives and inquiry-based
learning, it was observed that students had a higher degree of participation and
interaction in these instructions.

Students’ performances in worksheets were advanced to the higher
learning levels of analysis and evaluation in instructions with integrating
archives and inquiry-based approach. It was revealed that levels of students’
contemplating and investigating problems were enhanced with shifts of
teaching methods.

In instructions with integrating archives and inquiry-based approach, with
peer pressure and learning competition, students tended to engage actively
in class performance for having a sense of honor, which helped enhance
their thinking levels. However, the discussion process required instructors’

guidance, and more time for class management.

37






	圖書資訊學研究16(2)-01 張儷馨

