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This Study adopts the reading promotion activities in one of
the New Taipei City Elementary Schools as the research subject to
investigate the reading behavior changing factors. Research results
of this study reveal the following factors, from which school library
promotion activities may change the reading behavior of non-
users:satisfing the right holdings to students, protecting the reading
time for students, confirming the borrowing cards with students,
and encouraging the reading behavior of students through parents or
teachers of peers, thus changing the reading attitude of non-users, then

driving them start to read books and become the users.
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School libraries have been taking three important responsibilities
regarding reading instruction, including promoting various reading
activities, developing students’ reading interests and habits, and facilitating
students’ reading engagement, with an ultimate goal of enhancing students’
reading literacy, strengthening their reading comprehension, and developing
habits of life-long learning (Todd & Kuhlthau, 2005). However, according
to a survey published in the Yearbook of Librarianship in Taiwan 2018, the
number of collections in elementary school libraries was 41,532,082, the
total of students was 985,784, the average of borrowed volumes per student
was 27.8 (Taiwan National Library, 2019), and the mean of borrowed
volumes per week per student was 0.53, less than 1.

Out of concern for a lack of studies on how to influence “un-borrowed
readers” for encouraging borrowings of library collections, when working
as the reading teacher of the concerned cases of this study, the researcher
developed a thought of influencing un-borrowed readers, with a hope of
engaging every student in reading. Three research questions were proposed
in this case study.

1. What are the main reasons of students becoming un-borrowed

readers?
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2. What are the key elements of motivating un-borrowed readers to start
borrowing?

3. What are the relations between un-borrowed readers’ borrowing
growth and reading promotion?

Research Methods and Studied Cases

Feedback questionnaires and semi-structured interviews were adopted
as the research tools in this study. The questionnaire was issued to 73
students who had won the “Progressive Reader” title during the October-
December period in 2018, accounting for 40% of un-borrowed readers, in
33 classes (as 72% of 46 classes) from second to sixth grades. Purposive
sampling was used to identify 32 students for interviews, accounting for
43.84% of the study population.

Conclusions and suggestions

Five findings were revealed regarding behaviors of unborrowed

readers.

1. The main reasons of students’ not borrowing included lacks of time,
library cards, reading habits and fondness for books.

2. The key factor of motivating unborrowed readers to start borrowing
was the fulfilling of conditions, including intriguing contents,
allowed time, teacher’s encouragement, and owning of library cards.

3. The most effective approach of reading promotion in terms of
borrowing growth was free reading activities, such as reading
instructions and morning reading time.

4. In addition to quantitative methods, key elements of motivating
borrowing were identified from interview data as material contents,
intrinsic motivation, extrinsic encouragement, external conditions,
and reading habits.

The most crucial element of motivating unborrowed readers to
start borrowing was they being attracted by material contents, and
the intrinsic motivations for keeping borrowing include knowledge,
learning, and interests, etc. In addition, teacher’s encouragement was
one of the extrinsic factors, and the expected approaches of teacher’s
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encouragement included oral encouragement, substantial rewards,
and provision of books for obtaining. Other external factors included
peers, time, and library cards.

5. The factors motivating unborrowed readers to keep borrowing
included knowledge, learning, activities, rewards, teachers, interests,
and material contents.

Four conclusions were generated in this study.

1. Reading promotion activities were appropriate and effective for
unborrowed readers.

2. The key elements of assisting unborrowed readers in transforming
as borrowers include (1) providing fixed time of borrowing and
making sure that students have their own library cards, (2) allowing
free choices of books, which facilitates developing habits of
regular reading, and (3) encouraging peer recommendation and
accompanying reading.

3. Assisting unborrowed readers in starting opening books to read
and acquiring positive experiences can help them become regular
borrowers.

4. The key design principles of school reading promotion could include
(1) pure reading, without having to write reading reflections, and (2)
peer reading.

Based on the insights mentioned above, one can learn the key approach
of promoting borrowing growth was increasing numbers of borrowers and
enhancing borrowing frequencies; therefore, a few suggestions are provided
in this study.

1. It is suggested that the teams of school reading promotion should (1)
decrease the number of unborrowed readers for enhancing borrowing
growth, and (2) utilize quality contents to intrigue and reinforce
reading interests for enhancing borrowing frequencies.

2. It is suggested that teachers should (1) demonstrate clear behaviors
of encouraging students’ reading, for increasing borrowers, and
(2) bring students into libraries during reading instructions and
encourage peer reading, for enhancing borrowing frequencies.
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3. It is suggested that parents should (1) allow children to borrow books
on their own, for reinforcing their reading motivation and borrowing
behaviors, and (2) approve of children’s participating in reading
activities, for enhancing borrowing frequencies.

This study contributes to identifying the fact that elementary school
students need preserved time for reading and quality contents to intrigue
reading. It also revealed that love for reading develops from understanding
the reading fun in regular reading; therefore, the most important of
promoting reading is to develop students’ reading habits.
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